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Please provide a comprehensive and integrated review of this manuascript.
Be sure to present s balanced view of the manuscript's strengths and weaknesses,

Strengths: This is an easy fo read, well-organized manuscript. The review of literature is
strong and leads the reader into the nesd Jor study on this topic. The rich quotes

are excellent and suppors the Jindings. Very valyable study and a pleasure 16
read, even with the difficult content!

Weaknesses: Very few weaknesses are identified. There is no discussion of reviewing the
findings with other researchers. either those experienced in qualirative methods,
or in the area of post-traumatic stresy disorder which would strengthen the rigor
of the analysis in the methods section, Title is a bit redundan;. See discussion
below.

Integrated review:

Problem statement: The problem siatement could be worded more clearly i0 differentiate rhis study
Jrom the two discussed in the review of lirerasure. This study represents the sequela of
birth trauma as PTSD, rather than the immediate axperiences of birth trauma.

Atiention 10 relevant literature: Review of liserarure iy very well done, Could be enhanced by
Simkin’s and Seng’s work; the latter woull enhance the discussion section,

Theoretical framework: None included which is appropriate for this kined of study.

Research design: The initial description of the design is adequaie — see next section Jor needed
improvement on how the analysis was done.

Data analysis: I have some questions about the sample, mostly in the diggnosis of PTSD. The quthor
indicated the women were recrujieg Jrom the Internet & that some had participated in a
past study. How was the diagnosis of PISD) made -- by the mother's selfreport? I'm not
contending that that is nos ok; it Just would be helpful 10 undersiand more about how
these women were identified. The orher question 1 have abour the sample is when their
birth irauma happened — it would be helpifid 10 know if these swomen had experienced this
over years or relatively recently.

More discussion of the process of conducting this study on the Internet would be useful 10
readers. When conducting a study over this distance (not Jace 1o face) issues may come
up that women might experience serious Jlushbacks during the process of recounting
their experiences 1o the researcher. Some discussion of this (if'it did occur) would also be
helpful.
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Discussion of results: Adequate

Overall the themes are begutifully descriptive and the reader Jeels the anguish of these
women 's experiences — nice job of pulling itlustrative quores.

Theme 1 — although I recogmize the title is probably drawn from a quote, it is not as
descriptive line 14 on page 10 of "awtomaiic replay”

I'would have liked a brief summary of the essence of the experience to caprure it in
torality - after all of the themes are presented.

p. 13, line 15 women shouid be womun

Theme 3, p. 16. How many of the women actually went on to huve other children? Did
any of them have healing expericnces in subsequent births? This is an important issue for
clinicians working with women who have experienced, and continue 10 experience, this
phenomenon. P. 18, lines 7-10 is excellent for this purpose!

Limirations of the study need to be presented.

When discussing implications for future research ! would address the need 10 purposively
sample women who have had positively healing and what worked for them,



